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(54) DEVICE FOR RETRIEVING IMAGE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To easily and speedily retrieve objective 
Images by generating an ideal image space defined by 
means of a sense expressing word, quantizing a vague 
image which the images have with mapping and 
specifying the images, and specifying and retrieving the 
images from the sense expressing word through the 
image space. 

CONSTITUTION: Image retrieval is executed by inputting 
a word expressed the image of the images to be the 
subject of retrieval by an input means 53. Expression 
such as 'extremely Japanesque and slightly 
fondly-remembered' is inputted, for example. An image 
specification means 54 calculates the factor load 
quantity of such an expressing word, namely, a mapping 
direction (vector) in the image space by collating 
factor load quantity data stored in an expressing word 
attribute storage means 51, and specifying the images 
mapped in the position vector direction by collating 
factor point data stored in the image attribute storage 
means 51 . The number of the images generally goes to 
plural. The images which have been thus retrieved are 



displayed in an images display means 55. 
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